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Brazil's Catholics drop by 6% according to new study
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Catholic numbers in Brazl strongly declined among all classes in recent years,
according to a study released as Rio de Janeiro is slated to host the Catholic

World Youth Day in July 2013.

Published Wednesday in local media, the results of the "New Map of Religions," [Sept 2011]: Drivers with no DUIs

- a census conducted by the Getulio Vargas Foundation (GVF), showed that ﬂ ol e eligible to receive a 65%
from 2003 to 2009, the proportion of Brazlians who identify as Catholic .+ +| discountoncar insurance..
dropped from 74 to 68 percent. sl
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of the Cross processioninNew  Now taking place within ten. If this drop of one in 100 Catholics each year -
York Gy, A... continues, in 20 years, less than half of the population will be Catholic," said BIGPEACE M

Marcelo Neri, the head of GVF.
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The strongest drop (9 percent) was among youth from 10 to 19 years old -- the RSN Liberal Art of Demonization
target audience for World Youth Day -- stressed Neri. John J. Xenakis: Turkey Threatens
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World Youth Day (WYD) is a youth-oriented international event for Catholics

attended by the Pope. After being held in Madrid this year, the next WYD is Vediterranean
scheduled for July 23 through July 28, 2013 in Rio de Janeiro. [l Caroline Glick: Cliché-Based Foreign
PRSI policy

Rio is Brazil's second least-Catholic region, with 49 percent claiming the

religion. The only region behind Rio is northern Roraima State at 46 percent. é‘ zrf?nkgﬁ:f’my: Where Are We, Ten Years
er

Brazil remains the most Catholic country in the world, with 130 million
adherents, but this is the first time in 140 years that less than 70 percent of the
population is Catholic.
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According to Neri, the investigation also showed a "stagnation” of Evangelical
Pentacostals, such as the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God or the
Assembly of God.

Their numbers nearly doubled during the 1990s, especially among the poor.

But from 2003 to 2009, their membership gl’erlYJSt slightly from 12.5 perceﬁt to He Was
12.8 percent. RIGHT'
The study also revealed that those claiming they are "without religion" rose =

from 5 percent to 6 percent. Remembering
five decades of
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