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Drop in Catholics in Brazil hits all classes
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From 2003 to 2009, the drop in the number of Brazilians
calling themselves Catholics, from 74% to 68%, occurred in all
social classes. At the same time, the percentage of those
without religion grew in all income groups.

These are data from a study released yesterday by the economist Marcelo Neri of FGV,
done for the POF (Research on Family Budgets), of IBGE.

By Neri's account, there was also a slowdown in the growth of Pentecostal Evangelicals
from churches like the Assembly of God, the Universal Kingdom of God or the Christian
Congregation of Brazil. Over this period, the proportion of Pentecostals varied from 12.5%
to 12.8% of the total population.
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The tendency of the past decade will only be better known when the IBGE releases the
2010 Census data on religion. For Neri, however, the POF indicates that the Pentecostals,
who nearly doubled in proportion in the 90's, may be losing steam.

According to the economist, one possible explanation for this lower growth is the fact that
the period between 2003 and 2009 was marked by strong growth in income, especially
among the poor.

"In previous research, we found that the Pentecostals grew mainly in sectors where there
was higher unemployment and lower income. Since this period from 2003 to 2009 had
growth that favored the poor, this may have influenced the lower growth," he says.
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In making division by class, the FGV study shows that the Pentecostals are mostly
concentrated in classes C, D and E with proportions ranging from 13% to 15%.

In classes A and B where monthly household income is greater than R$6745, the
proportion of this religious group falls to 6%. The opposite occurs with the Kardecist
Spiritualists. In classes D and E, with monthly household income less than R$1200, they
are less than 1%. At the top of the income scale (classes A and B), they represent 6% of
the total.

Translated by DAVE WOLLIN
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