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The Catholic population in Brazil is dropping, with numbers gathered between 2003 and 2009 showing it at the
lowest recorded in 140 years of statistical research, reports the Vatican Insider.

Between 2003 and 2009, Catholics have gone from 73.7 to 68.4 .
percent of the population, said the data coming from the "New Map If"sfff church-.-
of Religions" published by "Foundation Getulio Vargas' and bt

released in anote by the Misna agency. Great prices on
BigPond broadband

e resources

Among boys between 10 and 19 years of age, the index dropped the from Church Resources
most, going from 74.1 to 67.4 percent. Rio isthe region with the The fastest and most reliable fixad and

lowest number of Catholics (49 percent) followed by Roraima (46 wireless broadband in Australia
percent). Call 1300 CHURCH or click here

"The changes that before occurred in over 100 years, now take place
in 10 years. If this decrease of 1% per annum is maintained, the
Catholic population will be less than half in 20 years" said Marcelo
Neri, head of research.
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B The Vatican has summoned the head of the Soci ety of St Pius X (SSPX) to
Rome to assess the results of atwo-year doctrinal dialogue between the schismatic group and the Holy
See, said a Religion News Service report on the Huffington Post.

2. Co-habitation wor se for kidsthan divorce

A new study has found that children born to co-habiting couples fare even
worse than children from divorced families, said a Catholic News Service report on the National Catholic
Reporter.

3. Churchesdamaged in US quake

: Historic US churches in Washington, Maryland and Virginia were among
buildings with the most serious damage after an unusual magnitude 5.8 earthquake shook the region this
week, reports the Catholic News Service.

4. Irish priest defends actions

An Irish priest blamed in the Cloyne report for his failure to report cases of
alleged clerical abuse to the authorities has defended his actions - but also said he should have resigned
from his position, reports the Catholic News Agency.
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