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RATE OF OIL LEAK,
STILL NOT CLEAR,
PUTS DOUBT ON BP

ESTIMATES VARY WIDELY

Scientist Asserts That |

Cutting of Pipe Has
‘Worsened Spill

By JUSTIN GILLIS
and HENRY FOUNTAIN

Staring day after day at images

of oil billowing from an undersea
well in the Gulf of Mexico, many
Americans are struggling to
make sense of the numbers.
n Monday, BP said the cap
now capturing 11,000 barrels
day from the well. The of-
I government estimate of the
flow rate is 12,000 to 19,000 bar-
rels a day, which means the new
device should be capturing the
hulk of the oil

But is it? The immense un-
dersea gusher of oil and gas, seen
on live video feed, looks as big as
it did last week, if not bigger, be-
fore the company sliced through
the pipe known as a riser to in-
stall its new collection device.

At least one expert, Ira Leifer,
who is part of a government team
charged with estimating the flow
rate, is convinced that the opera-
tion has made the leak worse,
perhaps far worse than the 20
percent increase that govern-
ment officials warned might oc-
cur when the riser was cut.

Dr. Leifer said in an interview
on Monday that judging from the
video, cutting the pipe may have
led to a several-fold increase in
the flow rate from the well.

“The well pipe clearly is flux-
ing wa re than it did before,”
said Dr.
the Univ v
ta Barh: “By way mo
don’t mean 20 percent, 1 mean
multiple factors.”

Asked about the flow rate at a
news conference at the White
House on Monday, Adm. Thad W.
Allen, the Coast Guard com-
mand; n charge of the federal
response to the spill, said that as
BP captured more of the oil, the
government should be able to of-
fer better estimates of the flow
undersea by tracking the flow to
the surfa
“That is the hig unknown that
we're trying to hone in and get
the exact numbers on,” he said.
“And we'll make those numbers
known as we get them. We're not
trying to low-ball it or high-ball it
Itis what it is

Speaking at a briefing in Hous-
ton on Monday, Kent Wells, a BP

Continued on Page Al6

A Bloody Day in Afghanistan
1, an American medic helped a Ca
d 10 NATO soldiers Monday, including seven Americans. Page Al12.

Outside Salavat, Afgha
sive device. Insurgents ki

Army Leak Suspect Is Turned In, by Ex-Hacker

By ELISABETH BUMILLER

WASHINGTON — It was only
last month that a rear-old
Army intelligence analyst in Irag,
Specialist  Bradley  Manning,
reached out to a former computer
hacker who apparently seemed
like a kindred soul.
ingle intense week in late
, Specialist Manning apd the
former hacker, Adrian Lamo,
traded instant messages about
‘what Mr. Lamo described as Spe-
st Manning's personal tr
bles with the military.

But over the course of th
exchanges, Mr. Lamo said ifla
telephone interview on Mond@ly,
Specialist Manning S0 k|
credit for leaking a classified, fix
plosive video of an American Iel-
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Siblings” Two Worlds Collide
In War Over Chinese Art Troy

By WILLIAM GLABERSON

For decades, a shrewd Chinese
émigré in New York with a puff of
silver hair dominated the rar-
efied market for ancient Chinese
art. Going by the anglicized name
Wang, he sold centuries-old
pieces for millions, including 60
works that went to the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and are some-
times shown in the C.C. Wang
Family Gallery on the museum’s
second floor.
come to the United
China in 1949, bring-
ing with him his wife and his two
youngest daughters. He left be-
Illnd his oldest daughter as well

¢ son, who languished
working in a televi-
before finally mak-
ing it to New York in 1979 with his
own family,

B ng died in 2003 at 96,
still owning about 240 works yet
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EILEEN TA

The collector and artist CAC.
Wang died in 2003 at age 9|

to bhe sold or donated, the fe-
mainder of what experts Ifd
called the greatest collectionfibf
Chinese masters outside Chingg

Since then, his son and ongibf
his younger daughters have bg@n
locked in a $50 million will bafle
that reads like a movie scrigt,
with claims of stolen masl

Continued on Page A20

icopter attack in Baghdad that
left 12 people dead, including two
employees of the Reuters news
agency, which the Web site Wiki-
leaks.org posted in April.

There was more: Specialist
Manning also claimed he gave
Wikileaks 260,000 classified Unit-
ed States diplomatic cables and
video of a United Stat rike
in Afghanistan that killed 97 civil-
ians last year, Mr. Lamo said.
“He just grabbing informa-
tion from where Im could get it
and trying to leak it.

2004 pleaded guilty to hacking
into the internal computer sys-
tem of The New York Times, did
something he had not expected
when Specialist Manning first
contacted him: He turned him in.
, the Department of
mnounced that Special-
ist Manning, of Potomac, Md.,
had been arrested and was under
investigation. A three-paragraph
statement said that Specialist
Manning, who is deployed with
the Second Brigade, 10th Moun-

Sgthe former renegade whoin (!Jimnuu!uni’uh'e.dfﬂ

adian soldier hurt by an explo- |

| fy is part of a great
| act,in which Irisl, under

| ing Iran from obt

Web of Shell Companies
Veils Trade by Iran’s Ships

Phantom Ownership and Name Changes
Help Fleet Sidestep U.S. Sanctions

By JO BECKER

On Jan. 24, 2009, a rusting
freighter flying a Hong Kong flag
dropped anchor in the South Afri-
can port of Durban. The stop was
not on the ship's customary
route, and it stayed only an hour,
just long enough to pick up its
clandestine cargo: a Bladerun-
ner 51 speedboat that could be
armed with torpedoes and used
as a fast-attack craft in the Per-
sian Gulf.

The name painted on the ship's
side as it left Durban and made
fur the Iranian port of Bandar
as was the Diplomat, and
|m])¢r$ showed that it was owned
by a company called Starry Shine
Ltd. Both the name and prov-
enance were of recent vintage.
Six months earlier, the Diplomat

| had been the Iran Mufateh, part
| of a fleet owned by the state-

owned Islamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Lines, known as Irisl.
Within months of the Durban
episode, the United States gov-
ernment put out word that Irisl
had renamed the ship and set up

| Starry Shine to evade American

export controls aimed at prevent-
g military-
use technology like the Bladerun-
ner5l.
By that time, though, the
freighter had yet another name:
the Amplify. Last spotted by an
electronic tracking system this
April in Kara Pakistan, the
Amplify was under new manage-
ment and had a mysterious new
owner.

But only on paper.

The Mufateh-Diplomat- Ampll-
disappearing

from American and other sanc-
tions, has been obsc
true vwnership of its ves
web of shell companies ‘ill(‘t{'ll-
ing across Europe and Asia, a
New York Times examination of
Irisl's actions shows.

Formed mostly after the Unit-
ed States blacklisted Irisl and all

Iran’s Nuclear Effort

In briefings for foreign offi-
cials, the United States appears
to be backing away from a 2007
assessment of Iran’s program.

Arl:r]a Puze ALL

| ers,

of its ships in 2008, as confeder-
ates of Iran’s nuclear and ballis-
ssile programs, the corpo-

often have English names
like System Wise and Great
Method, which seem to mock
American resolve.

Now, as Iran continues to defy
international calls to rein in its
nuclear ambitions, the United
Nations  Security Council is
poised to vote, as soon as this

Continued on Page A10

Medicaid Cut
Places States

In Budget Bind

By KEVIN SACK

Having counted on Washing-
ton for meney that may not be de-
livered, at least 30 states will
have ta close larger-than-antici-
pated shortfalls in the coming fis-
cal year unless Congress passes
a six-month extension of in-
creased federal spending on
Medicaid.

Governors and state lawmak-
already facing some of the
toughest budgets since the Great
Depression, s the repercus-
sions would extend beyond
health care, forcing them to make
deep cuts to education, social
services and public safety.

Gov. Edward G. Rendell of
Pennsylvania, for instance, pen-
||i=(| $850 million in federal Med-

d istance into the revenue
muufm state’s ledger, reducing
its projected shortfall to $1.2 bil-
lion. The only way to compensate
for the loss, he said in an in-
terview, would be to lay off at
least 20,000 government workers,
including teachers and police offi-
c at a time when the state is
starting to add jobs.

“It would actually kill every-
thing the stimulus has done,” said
Mr. Rendell, a Democrat. “It
would be enormously destrue-
tive”

The Medicaid pros
would extend assistance

Continued on Page AlS

OfFRunway, Brazilian Beauly G oes Beyond Blond and Blue-Eyed

By ALEXEI BARRIONUEVO

RESTINGA SEfA, Brazil —
Before setting out in a pink S.U.V.
to comb the schoolyards and
shopping malls of southern Bra-
zil, Alisson Chornak studies
hooks, maps and Web to un-
derstand how the towns were col-
onized and how European their
residents might look today.

The goal, he and other model
scouts say, is to find the right ge-
netic cocktail of German and Ital-
ian ancestry, perhaps with some
Rus: or other Slavic blood
thrown in. Such a mix, they say,
helps produce the tall, thin girls
with straight hair, fair skin and
light eyes that Brazil exports to
the runways of New York, Milan
and Paris with stunning succe:
not the same coun-
try it was in 1994, when Gisele
Biindchen, the world's top earn-
ing model, was discovered in a
tiny town not far from here.
Darker-skinned women have be-
come more plumincnl in Brazil-
ian society, challenging the no-
tions of Brazilian beauty and
cess that Ms. Biindchen has come
to represent here and abroad.

Tais Arafijo just finished a run

“ | as the first black female lead in

the coveted & p.m. soap opera

Allison Chornak, a Brazilian model scout,

JOAD FINA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

photographed

Eduarda Waholiz, 15, at her school in Paraiso do Sul, Brazil.

slot. Marina Silva, a former gov-
ernment minister born in the
Amazon, is running for president.
And over the past decade, the in-
come of black Brazilians rose by
about 40 percent, more than dou-
ble the rate of whites, as the
country’s  booming  economy
helped trim the inequality gap
and create a more powerful black
consumer class, said Marcelo
Neri, an economist in Rio de Ja-
neiro. ’

Even prosecutors have waded
into the debate over what Brazil-
ian society looks like — and how
it should be represented. Sao
Paulo Fashion Week, the nation’s
most important fashion event,
has been forced by local prosecu-
tors to ensure that at least 10 per-
cent of its models are of African
or indigenous descent.

Despite those shifts, more than
half of Brazil's models continue
to be found here among the tiny

farms of Rio Grande do S
state that has only one-twentieth
of the nation’s population and
was colonized predominantly by
Germans and talians.

Indeed, scouts say that more
than 70 percent of the country’s
models come from three south-
ern states that hardly reflect the
multiethnic melting pot that is
Brazil, where more than half the
population is nonwhite.

On the pages of its magazines,
Brazil's beauty spectrum is clear-
er. Nonwhite women, including
celebrities of varying body types,
are interspersed with white mod-
els. But on the runways, the prov-
ing ground for models hoping to
go abroad, the diversity drops off
precipitously. Pmseculms inves-
tigating  diserimi com-
plaints against Sao Paulo Fashion
Week found that only 28 of the
event's 1,128 models were black
in early 2008,

The pattern creates a discon-
nect between what many Brazil-
ians consider beautiful and the
beauty they export overs:
While darker-skinned actre:
like Juliana Paes and Camila
l’lnnga are considered among

a t, it is Ms. Biind-
chen and her fellow southerners
‘who win fame abroad.

Continued on Page A3

NEW YORK A19-21

2 Terrorism Suspects in Court
Two New Jersey men who have been ac-
paring to join an i surgcm

cused of pr
group in Somalia with Qaed.
peared in federal court in New
judge appointed law

s to represent
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about Jews and Palestine.

A Reporter’s Abrupt End
Helen Thomas, 89, the combative White
House reporter who has covered every

president since John F. Kennedy, retired
after an uproar over her comments

BUSINESS DAY B1-9
Home Lender Settles Charges

Countrywide will pay $108 million to set-
tle federal charges that it overcharged
struggling homeowners,
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them, and pro:
would oppos

hinted that they
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INTERNATIONAL Ad-12
North Korea Shuffles Cabinet

mp Parliament |
fired its prime min wl elevated his ‘
brother-in-law to the government’s

No. 2 post amid many changes. PAGE A4 ‘

Baseball Hype Meets Reality
tephen Strasburg, perhaps the top
pitching prospect in decades, makes his
debut Tuesday in Washington. PAGE B10
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A New Route to Outer Space
One company’s ambitious plans for the
first private space station. PA
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ARTS C1-6
Met's New ‘Ring’ of Steel

The set for Wagner’s “Ring” cycle, at
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The Scariest Roads Anywhere

Video about the deadly roads of India,
where the skyrnrkmngdomh toll
average, 320 fat
of poor road planning, inadequate law

enforcement, a surge in trucks and cars
and a flood of untrained drivers.

on
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roughly 45 tons, is so heavy that engi-
neers feared the floor would not hold. So
the Met is reinforcing the stage with
three 65-foot steel girders. PAGEC]

1y

354633




Off Runway,

From Page Al

«1 was always perplexed that
Brazil was never able to export a
Naomi Campbell, and it is defi-
pitely not because of a lack of
pretty women,” said Erika Palo-
mino, a fashion consultant in Séo
Paulo. “Itis embarrassing.”

Some scouts have begun tepid
forays to less-white parts of Bra-
zil. One Brazilian designer, Wal-
ter Rodrigues, recently opened
Rio Fashion Week with 25 mod-
els, all of them black.

But here in the south scouts
still spend most of their time
hunting for the next Gisele, and
offer few apologies for what they
say sells.

Clévis Pessoa studies facial
traits that are successful on in-
ternational runways and looks
for towns in the south that mirror
those genes.

“If a famous top model looks
German with a Russian nose, 1
will do a scientific study and look
for cities that were colonized by
Germans and Russians in the
south of Brazil in order to get a
similar face down here,"” Mr. Pes-
soa said.

Dilson Stein, who discovered
Ms. Biindchen when she was 13,
called Rio Grande do Sul a treas-
ure trove of model-worthy girls.
A year before discovering Ms.
Biindchen, whose parents are of
German ancestry, he found 12-
year-old Alessandra Ambrosio,
now famous for her Victoria’s Se-
cret shoots.

Today, younger scouts like Mr.
Chornak have taken up the man-
tle. With catlike quickness, he
jumped from his chair and strode

B
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Alisson Chornak discovered Michele Meurer, 16, as she rode her bicycle to school. More photographs are at nytimes.com/world.

Brazilian Beauty Goes Beyond Blond

Mr. Chornak waited for students to leave their high school in
Restinga Séca, Brazil, in Rio Grande do Sul State.

Models at home
differ from those
destined for runways
abroad.

up behind a tall girl with a hood-
ed sweatshirt. “Have you ever
thought of being a model?” he
asked a 13-year-old with light
blue eves and pimples.

The girl smiled, her metal brac-
es glimmering.

Later, Mr. Chornak pulled up at
a school where the director,
Liliane Abrdo Silva, showed off
albums from school beauty con-
tests. She allows scouls to visit
during class breaks.

“Since I got to this school, five
have left for Séo Paulo to become
models,” she said. “The girls who
do not have money to go to uni-
versity will have to stay here and

Myrna Domit contributed report-
ing.
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Scouts say over 70 percent of
models are from three states.

work in the fields,”

The next morning, Mr. Chor-
nak studied the girls returning
with red lollipops from recess.
“There is nothing special here,”

he declared.

At another stop, Mr. Chornak
staked out a school in Paraiso do
Sul (population 8,000) with the
tools of his trade: business cards,
camera, measuring tape and a
notebook.

The bell rang and students
streamed  out. Mr. Chornak
stopped a tall, skinny blond girl.
Within seconds he was fluffing
her hair and taking her meas-
urements, directing her to pose
against the wall,

Mr. Chornak also drove to
Venancio Aires, where a bill-
bhoard heralded “the land of the
Fantastic Girl” alluding to a tele-
vision show that featured a local
girl,

At a small tobacco farm he vis-
ited Michele Meurer, a blue-eyed
16-year-old discovered while rid-
ing her bicycle to school. Timid
and shy, she cried profusely the
first time she went to Sdo Paulo,
The next time, she lasted six days
before Mr. Chornak sent her
home.

Her mother, who grew up
speaking German, had never left
the town until the Sdo Paulo trip.
They live in a four-room house
with chickens and dogs. Michele
keeps the freezer in her room for
lack of space.

Mr, Chornak counsels Michele
to use sunscreen while working
in the fields and to watch her diet.
Bursting with pride, her father
enrolled her in English classes in
case she went abroad.

“I want to give them a better
life,” Michele said tearfully of her
[){ir’l‘nl&

Recently, she went to Sdo Pau-
lo again, where Mr. Chornak put
her in a three-hedroom apart-
ment with 11 other girls. Two
weeks before Sao Paulo Fashion
Week, Michele packed up and
left.

“I am very disappointed that
Michele gave up,” Mr. Chornak
said. “Iinvested alot in her.”




