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Over Half of Brazilians Get Middle-Class Status. In the US 

They Would Be Dirt Poor 
   

Written by Isabela Vieira �� 

Wednesday, 06 August 2008 

The 
middle 
class in 
Brazil 
reached 
51.89% of 
the 

country's population in 
April 2008. The group in 
the middle class, with 
average household income 
ranging from 1,064 Brazilian reais (US$ 676) and 4,591 reais (US$ 2,920) 
exceeded the average peak of 2004, when it represented 42.49% of Brazilians.  

In the United States, according to the Drum Major Institute, Americans 
belonging to the middle class make from US$ 25,000 to US$ 100,000 a year or 
US$ 2083 to US$ 8,300 a month. By these parameters, most middle class 
Brazilians would be under the poverty line in the US.�  

The figures were disclosed Tuesday, July 5, by the Getúlio Vargas Foundation 
(FGV), which attributed the advance of middle classes in the six metropolitan 
regions studied to greater employment and to the good performance of the 
Brazilian economy despite foreign crises.  

"Brazil has done its homework over the last 20 years and is reaping the 
rewards," stated the economist responsible for the research, Marcelo Néri. 
According to him, the climb made by part of the population is also explained 
by the generation of income. "That is, people are making their own money and 
depend less on government income transfer programs."  

Based on a monthly employment research by the Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics (IBGE) and considering figures by the Ministry of 
Labor, the FGV study has also identified lower social inequality and extreme 
poverty, which dropped 30% over the last six years.  

Brazil - welfare
Read our free expat guide to social security in Brazil  
www.ExpatFocus.com/BrazilWelfare

The Less Painful Waxing
Exclusive method from Brazil. Central London. Brazilian 
Hollywood  
www.amazonbeauty.co.uk

Beach property in Natal
BrazilHouses/land for sale U.K Local agent/ local prices  
www.brazbeachhouse.com

Dollar Decline Profit
4 profit plays to make while the dollar dives off the chart. 
Free.  
www.MoneyMorning.com/dollar_profit

2 
diggs

digg it

 

 

 
 

 

Page 1 of 5Brazil - Brazzil Mag - Over Half of Brazilians Get Middle-Class Status. In the US They ...

13/8/2008http://www.brazzilmag.com/content/view/9728/



------------- 

Brazil /Organic personal 
skin care wholesale / Brazil 
 
-------------- 

Who's Online 

We have 38 guests online 

Latest News 

Statistics 

Members: 395 
News: 9757 
Web Links: 0 

User Menu 

Your Details
Submit News
Check-In My Items
My Comments

Login Form 

Username  

  

Password  

  

 Remember me  

 

gfedc

Login

Lost Password? 
No account yet? Register 

Related Items 

Some Lessons from 
Brazil to Fight World 
Poverty  

Brazil's College Quota: 
10% for Poor and Blacks  

AIDS Among Poor 
Women Goes Up Sharply in 
Brazil  

Brazil's Minister Fears 
Balkanization of His 
Country  

Bono Waxes Enthusiastic 
About Brazil Lula's Battle 
on Poverty  

Brazil Wants Rules 
Changed by IMF and Co.  

Brazil's Lula: War Is Not 
the Answer to Terror  

Brazil's Finance Minister 
Might Step Down to 
Coordinate Lula's 
Reelection Campaign  

Brazilian Senators 
Create Basic Rights Bloc  

Brazil's Credit Rating 
Upgrade Felt More Like a 
Downgrade  

Brazil's Lula: "From 
Head to Toe' Committed to 
Poverty and Education  

Half of Brazilian 
Children Live on Less than 
US$ 1.5 a Day  

At Half Time, Lula Vows 
Again to Tackle Brazil's 
Social Ills  

Brazil: Grassroots 
Action Amid Mud Huts  

Zero Hunger Reaches 
6.5 Million in Brazil  

Standard & Poor Sees a 
'Solid' 2005 for Brazil  

Global Call Asks for 
Debt Amnesty for Poor 
Countries, in Brazil  

Lula to Address the Poor 
in Brazil and the Rich in 
Davos  

S&P Downgrades Brazil  
Better Credit Rating for 
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Somewhat laughable !!!! 
written by ch.c., 2008-08-07 05:09:16  

As per the official brazilian stats, the average income of the 6 largest 
metropolitan regions, comprising only 40 % of the country workers, equals to 
Brl 1200.- per month or around US$ 800.-  
 
Of course the national average is then MUCH MUCH lower, because :  
- these Brl 1200.- average income are for registered workers ONLY, and only 
40 % of the workforce is registered, therefore 60 % being in the informal 
economy, because they dont find registered jobs. Also meaning that these 60 
% are either without work or partial jobs or unregistered jobs..-.-but for sure 
NOT in the official stats, and also for sure with a much lower income than the 
registered jobs !!  
 
Furthermore in the USA most consumers goods, probably outside of food, is 
much cheaper than in Brazil.  
Examples : appliances, TV, Mobile phones, Iphones & Ipods, PCs, cars, etc etc  
Even Gasoline is not more expensive in the USA.  
And in developed countries such as the USA, EU or Japan, the cost of foods 
baskets are much lower than in Brazil... when compared to the average 
income, even if prices arehigher but in fact cheaper and more affordable in 
view of their income.  
That leaves more money for the non foods spendings such as appliances, TV, 
cars etc etc.  
 
Lets face it, in the USA, most of the 40 % poorest people (poorest doesnt 
mean poor) can afford to have a car, not so in Brazil.  
And even with cars owners, the average car is of higher models in the USA 
and with a much lower LEASING rate than in Brazil.  
And in the USA most of the 40 % poorest people can afford to travel by plane, 
again not so in Brazil.  
These were just 2 examples within many more.  
 
Therefore the article stats have been taken out of the context, just to caress 
the Brazilian navels as usual.  
 
And sorry for Brazil, but in the USA they dont have over 20 % of the 
population earning LESS than US$ 2.- PER DAY !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

Ric 
written by João da Silva, 2008-08-07 00:19:35  

It´s "dirt poor", not "dirty poor" 

 
 
Probably, the writer meant " Dirty and Poor", which also makes sense.  

Hold It 
written by Ric, 2008-08-06 23:29:49  

It´s "dirt poor", not "dirty poor". No such thing, no such phrase. 
Better change it while you can.  

Page 2 of 5Brazil - Brazzil Mag - Over Half of Brazilians Get Middle-Class Status. In the US They ...

13/8/2008http://www.brazzilmag.com/content/view/9728/


