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FGV: Sewerage services expand 1.6%/y in last 14yrs - Brazil
Monday, September 24, 2007 11:35 (GMT -0400)

Access to sewerage services in Brazil grew an average 1.59% a year in the last 14 years, according to a study from private economic think tank Fundação Getúlio Vargas (FGV) and released on FGV's website. 

FGV economist and the study's author, Marcelo Neri, based the study on the government statistics bureau IBGE's national housing research (PNAD) data, which found that a total 48.5% of Brazilian homes had access to sewerage systems in 2006. According to Neri's projections if the current rate of expansion continues, only in 2063 will 75% of Brazilian homes have access to sewerage services. 

At the same time, the federal government plans 10bn reais (US$5.35bn) in waterworks investments for 2007-10. The government's goal is to provide potable w! ater and wastewater systems serving 80% of municipalities in 2010. 

But privatizations and concessions are not in the government's plans, federal development bank BNDES board member Élvio Gaspar was quoted as saying by local news service Agência Estado. 

The plan is to help public companies improve their investment capacity, according to Gaspar, who is the head of credit and social inclusion. Two water companies where this has been successfully carried out are São Paulo state water utility Sabesp and Minas Gerais state's Copasa, which listed on the stock exchange and expanded their capital for investments while increasing transparency.
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Banco Nacional de Desenvolvimento Econômico e Social - Brazil 
Companhia de Saneamento Básico do Estado de São Paulo S.A. - Brazil 
Companhia de Saneamento de Minas Gerais - Brazil 
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