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territory and also possible cooperation in other projects in the maritime
region and on the continent,” Gazprom said.

Brazil registers lowest poverty ratein 15 years

Rio de Janeiro (EFE).- Brazil's poverty rate reached a 15-year low in 2006,
according to two studies that also show a reduction in income inequality,
though the giant South American country remains plagued by a huge gap
between rich and poor.

The analysis of the datareveals an increase in Brazilians income in election
years and the positive impact that socia policies have on reducing poverty.

The conclusions are based on the analysis of recent data gathered for the
national household survey conducted by the government's IBGE statistics
institute.

Brazil is going through "an historic period" in terms of poverty reduction,
said Marcelo Cortes Neri, director of the Social Policy Center of the Getulio
Vargas Foundation, who added that in 2006 the number of peoplelivingin
extreme poverty in Brazil fell by 6 million.

Despite that, there are still 36.2 million people who live on less than 125 reais
($65) per month, the poverty threshold, according to the foundation, which is
one of Brazil's leading think tanks.

The percentage of Brazilians living in extreme poverty in 2006 was 19.31
percent, compared to 35.31 percent in 1993, the year before the launch of a
new curency, thereal, in what turned out to to be a successful effort to tame
Brazil's chronic inflation.

State police chief killed in Mexico

Mexico City (EFE).- The director of the Public Safety Department of the
central Mexican state of Hidalgo was killed by unidentified gunmen while he
was driving in an SUV with afriend, who was seriously wounded in the
attack, officials said.

Marcos Manuel Souverbille was attacked Wednesday in the town of
Ocaotillos, some 20 minutes outside Pachuca, which is the capital of Hidalgo
and is located about 59 kilometers (some 37 miles) north of Mexico City.

Investigators found 20 bullet casings at the crime scene, the Hidalgo Attorney
General's Office said.

Telecommunications executive Mario Covarrubias Melo, who wasin the
truck with the police chief, was taken to a hospital.
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